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To All Year 5 and Year 6 Parents - Mobile Phones and Social Media

I am strongly of the view that primary school children do not need mobile phones. High schools and primary schools are increasingly facing difficulties caused by misuse of social    media and phones which, if children did not have phones, could be avoided. 
If you do decide to send your child to school with a mobile phone, a letter must be written to me stating why the mobile phone is essential. Mobile phones must not be used in the school grounds, must be handed to a teacher at registration and collected at the end of the school day.  While we will endeavour to keep it safe, no liability will be accepted by school if it is lost or stolen on the school site.  
I would like to remind parents that the legal age to use Instagram and Facebook is 13 years old, and for WhatsApp the legal age is 16. School has a duty to inform the police should they encounter cyber bullying or inappropriate use of social media and I recommend parents/carers talk frequently to their children about the dangers of social media.
MOBILE PHONES – POLICY SUMMARY

Please see the simple rules we use in school to ensure any mobile phones in school do not create any safeguarding concerns and do not detract from good quality teaching, learning and behaviour.  

· Year 5 and 6 are only allowed phones if they are going home by themselves.

· Phones must not be used in the school grounds - children need to be outside the school grounds when they text home to communicate their safe arrival/departure.

· Phones must be handed in to the class teacher before register and collected just before home time.

· Due to safeguarding, if we suspect a child has failed to hand in a phone we reserve the right to ask that pupil to turn out their bags and pockets.

· If any pupil breaks any of these rules the phone will be kept in school by staff until the parent has collected it.

· Any repeat of problems will lead to a complete phone ban for the pupil involved.
Thank you for understanding and supporting us with this important matter. 

Yours sincerely
Nicholas Sykes
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